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Dear Habitat Volunteer Coordinator:

Thank you for taking the time to make the arrangements for your group to become a part of Habitat for Humanity Detroit. 

After receiving your volunteer packet, you should contact the Volunteer Director to schedule a date if you have not already done so.  Also,  please be advised that we do work all year round.

Volunteers should be at least 18 years old, although 16 and 17 year old youth volunteers may come if accompanied by one adult supervisor for every four youths.

Plan to arrive for the Volunteer Orientation by 8:00 A.M. at the meeting site indicated on the enclosed map.

The workday begins at 8:00A.M. and ends at 4:30 P.M., with a break for lunch.  Please have each volunteer bring a bag lunch and a beverage (cooler or thermos) so they can eat at the job site.  It is a good time to get to know the other volunteers working with you.  If you are unable to keep your commitment to participate, please call me at (313) 521-6691 ext. 107 or by cell phone at (313) 231-5108 as soon as possible, so alternate arrangements can be made to our daily scheduling plan. 

To make for a more productive day having the volunteers bring the following items would be helpful:

Hammer, pencil, screwdriver, utility or pocket knife, tape measure, and a tool belt (or something similar to hold your tools).

Hard-soled shoes, or work boots are recommended for the volunteer’s safety.  You may also bring gloves, dust masks, hard hats, and safety goggles/glasses since many volunteers prefer to use their own personal protective equipment if they have them.  We will provide these items if they are needed while on the site. You should expect to be working outside (rain or shine) so please make sure you dress appropriately in accordance with the weather. 

When you arrive at the job site, please introduce your group to the Volunteer Director/Volunteer Coordinator or Construction Supervisor and have each volunteer complete the sign-in sheet.  You should also make copies of the waiver in this packet and have each volunteer fill it out and fax it to me at (313) 371-3400 or bring it to the site with them.  Each volunteer must complete this waiver in order to participate. 

Volunteers are the backbone of Habitat.  Without all of you we would not be able to fulfill our goal of eliminating substandard housing one home at a time.

Sincerely yours,

Sandra Cobb

Volunteer Director

Habitat for Humanity Detroit

CONSTRUCTION VOLUNTEER  INFO SHEET

Many volunteers prefer to bring and use their own tools.  This is highly encouraged.  If you bring your own tools please clearly label all your tools with your name.  Place tools in a container that is easy to carry.  

If you have the following items on hand, it would be helpful to bring them:

Work gloves
Nail apron


Hammer
Pencil


Square
Tape measure


Utility knife

The following tools would be handy and much appreciated if you can bring them, but not mandatory.

Chalk line
Utility bar 


Cordless drill
Cat’s paw nail puller


Sanding block
Extension poles


Tapered 2” brush
Nail guns and screw guns

HEALTH & PERSONAL SAFETY

· Please work safely at all times!  Keep the work site clean and be aware of those around you.

· First aid supplies will be available on site and our staff members are all certified in first aid and CPR.  EMS will be called for any serious injuries.

· Please leave personal valuables at home.  There will no place to secure wallets, purses, etc. other than on your person. 
· We encourage that you wear work boots for safety reasons.  If you don’t have work boots, then wear hard soled gym shoes.

FOOD & DRINK

· Eat a good breakfast before you arrive at the site.

· Lunch should not be heavy or greasy because of the heat, it could cause sickness. 

· Bring plenty of drinking water, we will try to have some available throughout the day, but just in case we can’t provide any, make sure you have some of your own.

TAKING CARE OF YOURSELF DURING CONSTRUCTION

· On hot days, move slowly and take occasional breaks.

· Drink lots of fluids.  Water is best. 

· Wear adequate SPF sunscreen.  Reapply as required.

· Expect to perspire a lot.  This is your body’s method of temperature control.  

· If you feel dizzy, get a headache, or stop perspiring, STOP WORK AT ONCE! 

· Inform the house leader, get into the shade, and slowly drink a lot of water.

Thank you again for volunteering! Your commitment is vital to achieving our goal of providing decent, affordable housing to those in need.  If you have questions, please contact Sandra Cobb at (313) 521-6691 ext. 107 or email:  volunteer@habitatdetroit.org
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY DETROIT

Volunteer Release & Waiver of Liability 

Please read carefully!  This is a legal document, which affects your legal rights!

The Volunteer desires to work as a volunteer for Habitat for Humanity Detroit, Inc. (“Habitat”) and engage in the activities related to being a volunteer.  The Volunteer understands that the activities may include constructing and rehabilitating residential buildings, and working in the Habitat office, being transported to and from work site locations, and consuming food and living in accommodations donated for the work project. 

The Volunteer does hereby freely, voluntarily and without duress execute this Release under the following terms:

1.  WAIVER AND RELEASE
Volunteer does hereby release and forever discharge and hold harmless Habitat, its affiliated organizations and its successors and assigns from any and all liability, claims and demands of whatever kind of nature, either in law or in equity, which arises or may hereafter arise from the Volunteer’s work for Habitat.  Volunteer understands that this Release discharges Habitat from any liability or claim that the Volunteer may have against Habitat with respect to any bodily injury, personal injury, illness, death or property damage that may result from Volunteer’s work for Habitat whether caused by the negligence of Habitat or its affiliated organizations, officers, directors, employees, agents or otherwise.  Volunteer also understands that, except as Habitat has disclosed in writing, Habitat does not assume any responsibility for or obligation to provide financial assistance or other assistance, including but not limited to medical, health or disability insurance, in the event of injury or illness.

 2. MEDICAL TREATMENT

     Volunteer does hereby release and forever discharge Habitat from any claim whatsoever which arises or may

     hereafter arise on account of any first aid, treatment, or service rendered in connection with the Volunteer’s work for Habitat.

3.  ASSUMPTION OF THE RISK

The Volunteer understands that Habitat’s work may include activities that may be hazardous to the Volunteer and that the food, accommodations and medical facilities may be donated to Habitat and beyond the control of Habitat.  Volunteer hereby expressly and specifically assumes the risk of injury or harm in these activities and releases Habitat from all liability for injury, illness, death or property damage resulting from the activities of the Volunteer’s work for Habitat.

4.  INSURANCE

Habitat does not carry or maintain, and expressly disclaims responsibility for providing any health, medical or disability insurance coverage for the Volunteer.  EACH VOLUNTEER IS EXPECTED AND ENCOURAGED TO ARRIVE WITH MEDICAL OR HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE IN EFFECT.

5.  PHOTOGRAPHIC RELEASE  

Volunteer does hereby grant and convey unto Habitat all right, title and interest in any and all photographic images and video or audio recordings made by Habitat during Habitat’s work, including, but not limited to, any royalties, proceeds or other benefits derived from such photographs or recordings.  

6.  OTHER

Volunteer expressly agrees that this Release is intended to be as broad and inclusive as permitted by the laws of the State of Michigan, and that this Release shall be governed by and interpreted in accordance with the laws of the State of Michigan.  Volunteer agrees that in the event that any clause or provision of this Release shall be held to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such clause or provision shall not otherwise affect the remaining provisions of this Release which shall continue to be enforceable.

_______________________________________________________

Date_______________    to     Date__________________

Printed Name of Volunteer






________________________________________________________

Date_______________    to    Date__________________

Signature of Volunteer







________________________________________________________

Date_______________    to    Date__________________

Signature of Parent/Guardian 






(Required if volunteer is under 18 years of age)


(If with a group) GROUP NAME:  _______________________________________________________

Please Fill-Out and send to Habitat for Humanity Detroit via Fax 313-371-3400 or bring with you to the work site.

Make copies of this form for each person volunteering!

6/10/03
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           THE YELLOW STAR INDICATES THE MEETING PLACE ON THE MAP           

               THE ADDRESS IS:  3355 24TH STREET      DETROIT, MI 48208                              

          DIRECTIONS BELOW

FROM THE NORTH: TAKE I 75 SOUTH, THEN TAKE I 94 WEST GO TO I 96 EAST TO EXIT 191 MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. BLVD. THE FIRST EXIT WILL BE 191. 

FROM THE WEST: TAKE I  94 EAST TO I 96 EAST TAKE THE  FIRST EXIT 191 MARTIN LUTHERN KING JR.BLVD.  

FROM THE EAST: TAKE I 94 WEST TO I 96 EAST TO THE FIRST EXIT 191 MARTIN LUTHER KING JR BLVD. 

PLEASE FOLLOW THE MAP FROM THERE.                WE ARE DOWN ABOUT 5 HOUSES ON YOUR RIGHT.

                                  IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS CALL ME AT (313) 521-6691 Ext. 107 or (313) 231-5129
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